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one would conceive of such a thing as error
or suspect its presence, unless he had already
found or assumed many a truth ; nor could
anything be an error actually unless the truth
was definite and real. All this Royce of
course recognised, and it was in some sense
the heart of what he meant to Assert and to
prove; but it does not need proving and
hardly asserting. What needed proof was
something else, of less logical importance but
far greater romantic interest, namely, that
the truth was hovering over us and about to
descend into our hearts ; and this Royce was
not disinclined to confuse with the being of
truth, so as to bring it within the range of
logical argument. He was tormented by the
suspicion that he might be himself in the
toils of error, and fervently aspired to escape
from it. Error to him was no natural, and
in itself harmless, incident of finitude; it
was a sort of sin, as finitude was too. It was
a part of the problem of evil; a terrible and
urgent problem when your first postulate or
dogma is that moral distinctions and moral
experience are the substance of the world,
and not merely an incident in it. The mere
being of truth, which is all a logician needs,